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BACKGROUND

The Los Angeles Unified School District encompasses a large geographical
area. During times of heavy rains or flooding various areas within the
District may be impacted more heavily than others by severe inclement
weather conditions.

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District monitors heavy rain and/or
flood conditions on a 24-hour basis. Additional information is gathered from
the Weather Bureau, police agencies, Sheriff’s Department and the District.
When weather conditions become severe, District emergency personnel will
review the available data and make recommendations to the Superintendent
regarding the impact of the conditions on District operations. Administrators
are reminded that only the Superintendent of Schools may authorize the
closure of any school(s).

Board Rule 2354-1 stipulates, “It shall be the responsibility of the
administrator of each school site to develop a written emergency plan. Site
Administrators should use their school’s version of the Model Safe School
Plan, Volume 2 — Emergency Procedures as an immediate reference for
responding to a flooding emergency. The following is provided to assist
administrators with district policy, procedures and information on how to
respond to flooded conditions.

Please note that a Flash Flood WATCH means flooding is possible in your

area. A flash Flood WARNING means a flash flood is occurring or will
occur soon.
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DISTRICT POLICY REGARDING CLOSING SCHOOLS DURING
INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

The following Administrative Regulations provide for implementation of
Rule 2324 (c):

A. Schools and offices will contact the appropriate Local District
Superintendent or Division Head of the unsafe conditions caused by
heavy rains and/or flooding.

B. If conditions are such that the Local District Superintendent has deemed
it appropriate to close a specific school or schools, the Local District
Superintendent will contact the Office of the Superintendent of Schools
for approval.

C. During non-school hours, school information will be disseminated to the
media through the Office of Communications regarding hazardous
conditions.  School closures and staff direction will be officially
announced from the Superintendent’s office at the following times:

1. 6:00 a.m. — First school closure announcements.
2. 7:00 a.m. — Final deadline to make school closure announcements.

3. Schools not officially closed by the Superintendent by the above
times will open with staff reporting as usual.

4. In the event that certificated and classified staff is unable to report to
their respective job locations, they are directed to contact their
immediate supervisor.

5. The Controller will issue directions regarding payment to all
personnel for days absent due to declared closures.

The District Emergency Operations Center (EOC) will be opened and
staffed to support the local districts and schools affected.

D. Since students are safer on school premises under the supervision of

school staff, every alternative to early dismissal of students should be
considered.
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E. During school hours, if the Superintendent of Schools has authorized the
closure of a school or schools, the dismissal plan should be carried out in
conformance with the following procedures:

1. Notify School Police Department — (213) 625-6631.
2. Switch bells to manual operation.
3. Notify local law enforcement agency of the decision to dismiss.

4. Notify the Transportation Branch Dispatch Department
(323) 342-1460 or 1-800-LABUSES.

5. Implement dispersal plan, which may consist of any/all of the
following:

a. Moving students/staff to another part of the facility.

b. Transporting students/staff to another school or facility.

c. Dismissing students to their homes. Implement the student
release procedures outlined in your Safe School Plan.

6. If athletic events have been scheduled, contact the Interscholastic
Athletics Office (213) 745-1980, to determine course of action.

7. For the safety of students, the school administrator may take
independent action to restrict activities.

FIELD TRIPS AND/OR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

As a part of any school, community or extra-curricular activity no student
should be allowed to go near fast moving water or have access to an area
where they could come in contact with fast moving water. No student should
be allowed near fast running creeks, streams, rivers or flood channels,
especially during or after heavy rains. As little as six inches of fast-moving
water can knock an adult off their feet. Two feet of water will float and
move a car.

During or following heavy rains, site administrators are to cancel or re-
schedule field trips or extra-curricular trips to any area or venue that includes
a stream or moving water. This includes trips to the L.A. River, L.A. City or
L.A. County regional parks or other outdoor venues.
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IV. SAMPLE PARENT LETTER

It is recommended that a letter (Attachment A) be reproduced for distribution
to parents in the event of an anticipated declaration of school closure(s) due
to heavy rains or flood conditions.

V. FLOOD SAFETY AWARENESS FLYER

The attached informational flyer on Flood Safety Awareness (Attachment B)
can be used by site administration to alert students and parents about Flood
Safety. Additional public safety awareness materials may be available from
the Office of Emergency Services.

VI.  RESOURCE INFORMATION
A. United States Weather Bureau (213) 554-1212

B. Los Angeles Unified School District
1. (213) 625-6631 - School Police Department
2. (213) 241-3889 - Office of Emergency Services
3. (213) 241-3199 - Office of Environmental Health and Safety
4. (213) 342-1460 - Transportation Branch Dispatch (800) LA-BUSES
5. (213) 745-1980 — Interscholastic Athletics Office

RELATED Los Angeles City Emergency Operations - www.updatela.com
RESOURCES: Los Angeles County Emergency Operations — www.lacoa.org
National Weather Service for Los Angeles — www.nwsla.noaa.gov

ASSISTANCE: For assistance or further information, please contact Bob Spears, Director of
Emergency Services at (213) 241-3889 or the Office of Environmental Health and
Safety at (213) 241-3199.
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SAMPLE LETTER TO PARENTS

(School Letterhead)

(Date)

Dear Parents:

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District forecasts heavy rain (flooding) for tomorrow.
Please note that a flash flood WATCH means flash flooding is possible in your area. A flash flood
WARNING means a flash flood is occurring or will occur soon. Parents are requested to reduce
driving activity and take precautions to protect themselves and their property.

Do not drive around barricades; remember that even 6 inches of fast moving water can knock you
off your feet and a depth of 2 feet of water will float your car. If you come upon flood waters,
stop, turn around and go another way.

Students should be reminded of the danger near river and flood control channels. District policy
is to maintain a regular school day unless the Superintendent of Schools declares that a school or
schools may be closed.

Please use this opportunity to review your family’s Emergency Plan with your children.
Information concerning schools will be announced at 6:00 a.m. To receive the later information
regarding the opening or closing of schools, please listen to radio or television broadcasts, or call
the District’s hotline number at (213) 241-4500.

Sincerely,

Principal
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MUESTRA DE UNA CARTA PARA PADRES DE FAMILIA

(Membrete de la Escuela)

(Fecha)
Estimados Padres de Familia:

El Distrito de Control de Inundaciones del Condado de Los Angeles pronostica fuertes lluvias
(inundaciones) para el dia de mafiana. Favor de prestar atenciéon a la ADVERTENCIA flash
flood WATCH que significa un acontecimiento o un pronto acontecimiento de inundaciones
repentinas en su zona. A los padres de familia se les pide que disminuyan actividades de manejo
y que tomen las precauciones necesarias para protegerse y proteger su propiedad.

No maneje alrededor de barricadas o barreras; recuerde que inclusive 6 pulgadas de aguas
rapidas en movimiento pueden derribarlo y una profundidad de 2 pies de agua harian flotar su
auto. Si se enfrenta ante alguna inundacion, deténgase, devuélvase por el camino que venia y
tome otra ruta.

A los alumnos se les debe recordar del peligro que existe cerca a los cauces de rios y de zonas
bajo control de inundaciones. El reglamento del distrito es mantener las clases escolares
regulares al menos que el Superintendente de las Escuelas declare que una o mas escuelas
pueden ser cerradas.

Favor de aprovechar esta oportunidad para repasar junto con sus hijos el Plan de Emergencia que
tiene para la familia entera.

A las 6:00 a.m. se dard informacion relacionada con las escuelas. Para recibir informacion
futura sobre las escuelas que se quedaran abiertas y las que cerraran, favor de escuchar la
transmision difundida por radio o television, o comuniquese a la linea de emergencia del distrito
marcando el (213) 241-4500.

Atentamente,

Director(a)
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FLOOD SAFETY AWARENESS

Floods and flash floods are two ol the most powertul forces in nature. According to the National
Weather Service. {lash flooding is the number one weather-related killer in the United States.
Flash floods occur within minutes or hours ol excessive rainfall or a dam or levee failure.
Rapidly rising water can reach heights of 30 feet or more and they can also trigeer mud slides.
You may not always have a warning. but there are things you can do to protect vour family and
minimize your property losses.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

« Find out your flood risk and whether your property is in the flood plain or if it is below
the flood stage water level. Call a Map Specialist for a specific question about vour
Hood zone at 1-877-336-2627.

« If it has been raining hard for several hours. or steadily raining for several days. be alert
to the possibility of a flood.

« Listen to local radio or TV stations tor flood information.

« A flash flood WATCH means flash flooding is possible in your area. A ftlash flood
WARNING means a flash flood is occurring or will occur soon.

HOw YOU CAN PREPARE

« I vou live in a frequently flooded area., take preventive measures and stockpile
emergency building materials:  Plywood. plastic sheeting, lumber, hammer and saw.
shovels and sand bags.

«  Keep insurance policies. documents. and other valuables in a safe-deposit box.

« Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit that contains: First aid kit and essential medications,
canned food and a manual can opener. at least three gallons of water per person. battery
powered radio, flashlight and extra batteries.

«  Reduce potential damage by raising vour furnace. water heater, and electric panel if they
are in the areas of your home that may flood.

«  Consider getting flood insurance. especially if vou live in a high risk area. To learn about
National Flood Insurance Programs (NFIP). call 1- 888 — FLOOD29 or
TDD 1-800-427-5593 or visit http://'www . fema.gov/nfip/whonfip.shtm
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DURING A FLOOD WATCH/WARNING

«  Move vour furniture and valuables to higher floors of vour house.
«  Fill vour car’s gas tank. in case an evacuation notice is issued.
« Be alert to signs of flash flooding and be ready to evacuate on a moment’s notice,

=« Listen to local radio and TV stations for information and advice. If told to
evacuate, do so as soon as possible.

« If you think flooding has already started, act quickly and evacuate immediately!
You may only have seconds to escape.

*  Move to higher ground away from rivers, streams, creeks, and storm drains.
+ Do not drive around barricades...they are there for your safety.

« Do not let your children go near fast running creeks, streams, rivers or flood
channels, especially during or after heavy rains.

«  LEven 6 inches of fast-moving flood water can knock yvou off your feet and a depth of 2
feet will float your car! If vou come upon flood waters. STOP! TURN AROUND AND
GO ANOTHER WAY.

* If vour vehicle stalls in rapidly rising waters, abandon it immediately and climb to higher

ground.

SOURCES: American Red Cross, National Weather Services, . E M A, REVISED: 02/07/05
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alerta por si acaso hubiera alguna inundacion.
¢ A través de la radio local o las estaciones de television. escuche la informacion sobre
alguna inundacion.

¢ Un anuncio de CUIDADO [WATCH. en inglés] con una riada o inundacion repentina
significa que dicha inundacion pudiera darse en su drea.  Una ADVERTENCIA
[WARNING, en inglés] de riada significa que una inundacion repentina esta sucediendo
0 que sucederd pronto.

COMO PUEDE PREPARARSE USTED

« Si usted vive en un arca que con frequencia se inunda, tome medidas preventivas
almacene materiales de construccion en caso de emergencias: madera contrachapada.
laminado de plastico, maderos. un martillo ¥ una sicrra, palas v bolsas de arena.

«  Mantenga en una caja fuerte las polizas de seguro, documentos v demas objetos de valor.,

¢ Para casos de desastres. junte materials dentro de un recipiente que contenga un botiquin
de primeros auxilios, medicamentos esenciales, alimento enlatado mas un abrelatas
manual, al menos tres galones de aqua por persona, un radio que funcione con baterias,
una lampara de pilas v baterias extras.
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« Eleve el horno para calefaccion. el calentador del agua v el tablero eléctrico, reduzca la
posibildad de danarlos si se encuentran en un drea de su casa que pudiera inundarse.

«  Considere obtener un seguro de proteccion contra inundaciones. sobre todo si usted vive
en un darea donde hay un alto riesgo de inundaciones. Para saber mas acerca de los
Programas Nacionales de Proteccion contra Inundaciones (NFIP. or sus siglas en
inglés) llame al 1-888-FLLOOD29 o al TDD 1-800-427-5593, o visite
hitp://'www. fema.cov/ntip/whonfip.shim

DURANTE UN ADVERTENCIA (WARNING) O UN ANUNCIO DE
CUIDADO (WATCH)
« Desplace sus muebles v sus objetos de valor a los pesos mas elevados de su casa.
* Llene de gasoline el tanque de su carro. en caso de que se emitiera un aviso para evacuar.
«  Esté alerta a las seiales de riadas y prepirese para evacuar de un momento a otro.

« Escuche la informacion, a través de la radio local o las estaciones de television, par:
mantenerse informado y seguir las instrucciones. Si se le dice que evacue, hagalo a
Ia mayor brevedad possible.

* Siusted cree que la inundacion ya comenzd, actie con rapidez y evacie
inmediatamente. Puede que solo cuente con algunos segundos para escapar.

*  Despliacese a terrenos mis elevados, lejos de rios, arroyos, riachuelos y bocas de
alcantarillas.

+  No maneje por donde haya barricadas...estan alli para la seguridad de usted.

* No les permita a sus hijos que se acerquen a riachuelos, arroyos, rios o canales de
aguas rapidas debido a las inundaciones, sobre todo, durante o después de llover
mucho.

*  Aln una corriente de agua de seis pulgadas de profundidad. que corra velozmente debido
a la inundacion. puede hacerle caer v con una profundidad de 2 pies, hard que el carro de
usted flote. Si usted se topa con aguas crescientes por la inundacion. DETENGASE. DE
LA VUELTA COMPLETAMENTE Y TOME OTRA RUTA.

* Si el nivel de agua sigue aumentando rapidamente v su vehiculo deja de funcionar,
abandonelo inmediatamente v stibase a un terreno mas elevado.

Fuentes: La Cruz Roja Norteamericana y la Oficina Nacional del Servicio Meteorologico
(FEMA, por sus siglas en inglés) Fecha de la dltima actualizacion: 2/07/05
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